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The old man's face clouded.  To soften her rough refusal,
,Baria said half-jokingly :
" On such a day it's a sin for you to force me to go out
to the fields. To-day's a holiday for me."
" I'll take the food myself,'* the old man agreed.
"* Well, and what about the money ? "
" What about the money ? " Daria raised her eyebrows in
surprise.
" I ask, what are ytm intending to do with the money ? "
" That's my affair.  I'll do what I like with it"     -
" But that is ... what do you mean ? Didn't they give
you the money for Piotra ? "
" They gave it to me, and it's not for you to dispose of it."
" But are you one of the family or what ? "
" And what do you want of this one of the family, father ?
To take the money for yourself ? "
" I don't mean the lot; but was Piotra our son or not, in
^our view ? The old woman and I ought to have a share,
didn't we ? "
The old man's claims were made in an obviously uncertain
tone, and Daria resolutely took the upper hand. In a
contemptuously calm voice she said:
" I shan't give you anything ; I shan't even give you a
rouble ! You've got no share in this, or he'd have put it in
your hand. And why are you kicking up a fuss about your
share ? No one said anything about shares, and you needn't
stretch your hand out for my money, you won't get it! "
Then Pantaleimon made his last attempt.
" You live with us, you eat our bread, and that means
that everything ought to be in common. What sort of order
will there be if each begins to run his own affairs separately ?
I won't allow that! " he said.
But Daria repulsed this final attempt to take possession
of money which belonged to her. Smiling shamelessly, she
announced:
" I'm not married to you, father. I live with you to-day,
but to-morrow I shall get married, and then you'll be glad
to set eyes on me ! And I'm not bound to pay you for my
food. I've worked ten years for your family, never
straightening my back."
" You've worked for yourself, you sinful hussy!"
Eantaleimon shouted indignantly. He shouted something